‘m DAVID A. BELL, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

1425 N. COURTHOUSE RD., SUITE 6700
ARLINGTON, VA 22201

ARLINGTON CIRCUIT COURT 703.228.7010

VIRGINIA
dbell@courts.state.va.us

Our Mission: To administer justice in a fair, timely and efficient manner

The Circuit Court is the trial court of general jurisdiction, and the highest court in the County for
both civil and criminal cases. The Circuit Court, which is comprised of the Judges’ Office and the
Clerk’s Office, also has appellate jurisdiction over all cases from the General District Court and from
the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court.

In civil cases, the Circuit Court has concurrent jurisdiction with the General District Court
concerning claims from $3,000 to $15,000, and exclusive original jurisdiction over claims
exceeding $15,000. The Circuit Court also has jurisdiction over all equity (chancery)
matters. These court matters include divorce cases, disputes concerning wills and estates,
and disputes involving property.

In criminal cases, the Circuit Court has jurisdiction over the trial of all felonies (offenses that
may be punished by commitment to the state penitentiary) and those misdemeanors
(offenses carrying a penalty of not more than 12 months in jail) originally charged in Circuit
Court. The Circuit Court also has jurisdiction over juveniles aged 15 years and older who are
charged with felonies and whose cases have been certified by a Judge of the Juvenile and
Domestic Relations District Court for trial in Circuit Court.

The Clerk is the administrator of the Court and custodian of all court records. All suits are
filed with the Clerk, and the proper taxes and fees are assessed.
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FY 2008 PRIORITIES
The FY 2008 priorities of the Circuit Court are:

= To continue to automate and maintain the recording, preservation and information retrieval
systems using electronic scanning and other innovations to permit off-site information access
first for land records, and ultimately for most court records.

= To continue to administer the Court’s docket in an efficient and fair manner.

DEPARTMENT FINANCIAL SUMMARY

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 % Change

Actual Revised Proposed ‘07 to ‘08

Personnel $2,124,309 $2,334,418 $2,433,809 4%

Non-Personnel 435,931 519,045 519,045 -

Total Expenditures 2,560,240 2,853,463 2,952,854 3%

Fees 10,224,722 9,606,648 9,120,214 -5%

Grants 2,059,120 1,600,000 1,790,000 12%

Total Revenues 12,283,842 11,206,648 10,910,214 -3%

Net Tax Support ($9,723,602) ($8,353,185) ($7,957,360) 5%
Authorized FTEs 33.8 33.8 33.80
Funded FTEs 33.8 33.8 33.80

SIGNIFICANT BUDGET CHANGES

The FY 2008 proposed budget for the Circuit Court is $2,952,854, a three percent increase over the
FY 2007 revised budget.

A~ The FY 2008 proposed budget reflects normal salary increases, an increase in employer
retirement contributions to maintain full funding of the retirement fund, and a 15 percent
increase in employer health insurance rates.

Vv Revenues decrease mainly due to decreases in Recordation Tax ($860,755) partially offset
by increases in Court Fees ($362,887), estate tax ($5,000) and miscellaneous state grants
($190,000).

= Most functions performed by the Clerk carry a fee. A portion of that fee goes to the Clerk for
salaries and expenses (for example the fee for a marriage license is $30.00, $10.00 of which
is “Clerk’s fee”). These fees fund the Compensation Board salary and expense budget for
the office. Arlington is a big and busy office and collects fees in excess of expenditures.
Two thirds of this amount is sent back to Arlington County by the state (by statute).
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PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Critical Measures
Civil cases adjudicated
Civil cases jury days
Criminal cases adjudicated
Criminal cases jury days
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Criminal cases filed
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