Parks and Recreation Citizen Survey

Executive Summary of Citizen Survey Results

Overview of the M ethodology

Arlington County conducted a community attitude and interest survey from March to June of 2002
to help determine citizen usage, satisfaction, needs, and priorities for the parks and recreation system.
The survey was designed to obtain statistically valid results from househol ds throughout Arlington
County.

LeisureVison/ETC Institute worked extensively with Arlington County officialsin the development
of the survey questionnaire. This work allowed the survey to be tailored to issues of strategic
importance to effectively plan the future system.

The goa wasto obtain at least 800 completed surveys. Thisgoa was far exceeded and 955 surveys
were completed. The results of the random sample of 955 households have a 95% level of
confidence with a precision of at least +/-3.2 %.

This report contains. 1) an executive summary; 2) cross tabular analysis for survey findings by
gender, age of respondent, and area of residence; 3) cross tabular analysis by race and health

conditions; 4) comparisons of survey results to national benchmarks; and 5) a copy of the survey
document.

The following pages summarize major survey findings:
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Participation in Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs

From alist of 54 various leisure activities and recreation programs, respondent households were
asked to indicate which ones they or members of their household participate in regularly. The
following summarizes key findings:

# Walking/jogging (61%) isthe leisure activity/recreation program that the highest percentage of
respondent households participate in regularly. Other activities and programs that a high
percentage of respondent households participate in regularly include: biking (42%);
fitness/aerobics (41%); outdoor concerts/music (39%) and attend performance arts/theater (38%).

Q3. The Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs
In Which Households Regularly Participate

by percentage of respondents (multiple responses could be made)

Walking/Jogging
Biking
Fitness/aerobics
Outdoor concerts/music
Attend performance arts/theater
Festivals/special events
Sw imming/aquatics
Gardening/horticulture
Visiting galleries
Hiking

| 61%

Picnics
Visiting nature centers
Weight training
Tennis
Photography
Volunteering
Golf
Educational lectures
Boating, canoeing kayaking & row ing
Basketball
Soccer
Rollerblading/roller skating
Dance classes
Baseball
Yoga | 10%
Adult arts/crafts classes 10%
Birding or birdw atching | 10%
Fishing 10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
Source Lesure Vison/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)
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Participation in Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs

From thelist of 54 various |leisure activities and recreation programs, listed below is agraph of those
activities and programs that less than 10% of respondent households participate in regularly.

Q3. The Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs
In Which Households Regularly Participate

by percentage of respondents (multiple responses could be made)

Softball
Ice-skating/hockey
After school programs
Therapeutic w ellness activities
Singing/singing classes
Football
Day camps
Tai chi/martial arts
Gymnastics
Volleyball
Painting classes
Handball/Racquetball
Skateboarding
Woodw orking
Teen programs
Pottery classes
Racquetball
Disc golf
Youth arts/crafts classes
Lacrosse
Ultimate frisbee
Street hockey
Disability-adapted w ellness activities
Field hockey
BMX racing
Other
Do not participate in any activities

0% 5% 10%
Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)

Executive Summary - 4



Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs Participated in Most Often

From the list of 54 |eisure activities and recreation programs, respondents were asked to indicate the
four that they or members of their household participate in most often. The following summarizes
key findings:

# Walking/jogging (53%) is the leisure activity/recreation program that the highest
per centage of respondent households indicated as one of thetop four they participatein
most often. Other activities/programs that a high percentage of respondent households
participate in most often include: biking (25%); fitness/aerobics (23%); gardening/horticulture
(20%); swimming/aguatics (18%); and attending performance arts/theater (17%). It should also
be noted that walking/jogging received by a wide margin the most first choices as the
activity/program participated in most often.

Q4. The Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs
In Which Households Participate Most Often

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Walking/Jogging 53%
Biking
Fitness/aerobics
Gardening/horticulture
Sw imming/aquatics
Attend performance arts/theater
Weight training
Hiking
Festivals/special events
Outdoor concerts/music
Golf
Tennis
Visiting galleries
Soccer
Basketball
Volunteering
Picnics
Visiting nature centers
Photography
Baseball
Boating, canoeing kayaking & row ing

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

|Illst Most Often E2nd Most Often [3rd Most Often E4th Most Often |

Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs Participated in Most Often

From thelist of 54 leisure activities and recreation programs, listed below is agraph of the activities
and programs that less than 5% of respondent households rated as one of the four that they
participate in most often.

Q4. The Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs
In Which Households Participate Most Often

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Yoga
Fishing
Dance classes
Educational lectures
Birding or birdw atching
Adult arts/crafts classes
Softball
After school programs
Rollerblading/roller skating
Tai chi/fmartial arts
o ~_Gymnastics
Singing/singing classes
Therapeutic w ellness activities
Day camps
lce-skatln%hockey
olleyball
Skateboarding
Woodw orking
Painting classes
Football
Racquetball
Disc golf
Ultimate Frisbee
Lacross
Disability -adapted w ellness activity
Youth arts and crafts
Teen program
Other

0% 2% 4% 6% 8%
|1st Most Often ME2nd Most Often [13rd Most Often [E4th Most Often |

Source Lesure Vison/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)
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Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs that Respondent Households
Would Participatein More Often

From thelist of 54 leisure activities and recreation programs, respondents were asked to indicate the
four that they or members of their household would participate in more often if more programming
was available in Arlington County. The following summarizes key findings:

# Outdoor concertsmusic (20%) istheleisure activity/recreation program that the highest
per centage of respondent householdsindicated as one of the four they would participate
in mor e often if more programming space were available. Other activities/programs that a
high percentage of respondent households would participate in more often include:
swimming/aquatics (15%); festivalg/specia events (13%) and attend performance arts/theater
(12%). It should also be noted that swimming/aquatics received the most first choices as the
activity/program that respondent households would participate in more often.

Q5. The Activities/Programs Households Would Participate In More
Often if More Programming were Available in Arlington County

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Outdoor concerts/music
Swimming/aquatics
Festivals/special events
Attend performance arts/theater
Boating, canoeing, kayaking & rowing
Golf
Fitness/aerobics
Walking/Jogging
Educational lectures
Ice-skating/hockey
Yoga
Hiking
Biking
Adult arts/crafts classes

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%
|-1st Most Often E2nd Most Often [3rd Most Often [E4th Most Often |

Source Lesure Vison/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)
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Leisure Activities and Recreation Programs that Respondent Households
Would Participatein More Often

From thelist of 54 leisure activities and recreation programs, listed below is agraph of the activities
and programs that less than 5% of respondent households rated as one of the four that they would
participate in more often if more programming was available in Arlington County.

Q5. The Activities/Programs Households Would Participate In More
Often if More Programming were Available in Arlington County

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Visiting nature centers \ I I A%
Therapeutic w ellness activities N — I ﬁo 0
0

0,

|
Tai chifmartial a1ts. — v
ai chi/martial arts (]
W%ght training I ] 4(%
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Woodw orkin
Basketbal
Pottery classes
Softball
. Volunteering
Rollerblading/roller skating
o o Fishin
Sln%mg/sm ing classes
Birding or birdw atchin
Volleyball
.. Football
Painting classes
Racquetball
Skateboarding
Teen programs
Baseball
Youth arts/crafts classes
Lacrosse |
Street hockey
_ Gymnastics
Disability - adapted w eliness activities
Handball/Racquetball
) isC golf
Ultimate frisbee
After school programs

ca
Y Gher

——— 4%
0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5%
|1st Most Often EE2nd Most Often [13rd Most Often  E4th Most Often |
Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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Participation in Parks, Recreation and Arts Programs

Respondents were asked if they or members of their household had participated in any parks,
recreation and arts programs offered by the Arlington County Parks and Recreation Department
during the past 12 months. The following summarizes key findings:

# 44% of respondent householdsindicated they had participated in parks, recreation and
arts programs offered by Arlington County during the past 12 months, and the other 56%

had not participated.

Q6. Household Participation in Any Parks, Recreation and
Arts Programs Offered by the Arlington County
Parks and Recreation Department in the Last 12 Months

by percentage of respondents

Yes
44%

56%

Source Lasure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Where Respondents Learned About the County’s Parks and Programs

Household respondents who had participated in Arlington County Parks and Recreation Department
parks, recreation and arts programs during the past 12 months were asked where they learned about
the County’ s parks and programs. The following summarizes key findings:

# The Arlington Recreation & Leisure Catalog (40%) was the most frequent way that
respondentslearned about the County’s parksand programs. Other frequently mentioned
methods of learning about parks and programs included flyers/brochures (37%) and word of
mouth (36%).

Q6a. Where Respondents Learned About the County's
Parks and Recreation Programs

by percentage of respondents who have participated in County parks, recreation or arts programs during the past year

Arlington Recreation & Leisure Catalog
Flyers/brochures

Word of mouth
New spaper

The Citizen
School flyers/brochures

Visited or called a parks/rec office
Website

Public service announcements

Cable television

None chosen

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
Source Lesure Vison/ET C Institute (June, 2002)

Executive Summary - 10



Quality of Parks, Recreation and Arts Programs

Household respondents who had participated in Arlington County Parks and Recreation Department
parks, recreation and arts programs during the past 12 months were asked how they would rate the
quality of the County parks and programs they had participated in. The following summarizes key
findings:

# 90% of respondentsrated the programs aseither excellent (37%) or good (53%). 6% of
respondents rated the programs as fair, and just 1% rated them as poor. The remaining 3%
indicated “don’t know”.

Q6b. Quality of Parks, Recreation, and Arts Programs
that Households Have Participated in

by percentage of respondents who have participated in County parks, recreation or arts programs during the past year

Excellent
37%

Don't Know

3%Poor

1%

53%

Source Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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Vigitation of Parksin Arlington County

Respondents were asked if they or members of their household had visited any parksin Arlington
County during the past year. The following summarizes key findings:

# Threeffourths (75%) of household respondents indicated they had visited a park in
Arlington County during the past year, and the remaining 25% indicated they had not.

Q7. Households That Visited Any County Parks
During the Past Year

by percentage of respondents

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Parksin Arlington County Visited Most Often

Respondents who had visited an Arlington County park during the past year were asked to indicate
which two parks in Arlington County they had visited most often. The following summarizes key

findings:

# Bluemont (16%) wasthe park that the highest percentage of respondentsindicated they
had visited during the past year. Lubber Run (11%) was the other park that over 10% of

respondents indicated they had visited during the past year.

Q7a. Parks in Arlington County that Respondent
Households Visited Most Often

by percentage of respondent households who have visited Arlington County parks during the past year
(Two choices could be made)

16%

Bluemont

Lubber Run

BonAir

Potomac Overlook

Four Mile Run

Barcroft

Lacey Woods

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Source Lasure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Overall Physical Condition of Parks Visited Most Often

Household respondents who had visited a park in Arlington County during the past year were asked
how they would rate the physical condition of the County parks they visit most often. The following

summarizes key findings:

# Over 80% of respondentsrated the physical condition of parksthey had visit most often
in Arlington County aseither excellent (30%) or good (55%). 12% of respondents rated the
parks asfair, and just 2% rated them as poor. The remaining 1% did not give an answer.

Q7b. Rating of Physical Condition of Parks that
Households Visit Most Often

by percentage of respondent households who have visited Arlington County parks during the past year

Excellent
30%

No answer
Poor 1%

2%

Fair
12%

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Frequency of Visitsto Arlington County Parks

Household respondents who had visited a park in Arlington County during the past year were asked
approximately how often they visited County parks during the past year. The following summarizes
key findings:

# Over half of respondent householdsindicated that in the past year they had visited parks
in Arlington County either daily (9% ), more than once weekly (27%), or a few times per
month (28%). An additional 15% indicated they visited parks at |east once month, and 21% had
visited a park afew timesin the past year.

Q7c. How Often Households Visited Parks In
Arlington County During the Past Year

by percentage of respondent households who have visited Arlington County parks during the past year

More than once weekly
27%

Daily
9%

A few times per month
28%

Few times a year
21%

At least once a month
15%

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Ways Household Travel to Arlington County Parks, Trails, and Facilities

From alist of six choices, respondents were asked to indicate al of the ways that they and members

of their household travel to Arlington County parks, trails, and facilities. The following summarizes
key findings:

# Driving (70) had the highest per centage of respondent householdsindicateit asone of the

waysthey travel to County parks, trails, and facilities. 67% indicated they travel by walking,
and 31% indicated by riding abicycle.

Q8. Ways Households Travel to Arlington County
Parks, Trails, and Facilities
by percentage of respondents (multiple responses could be made)
Drive 70%
Walk 67%
Ride bicycle
Metro
Public bus
Other
None chosen
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Source Lesure Vison/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)
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Potential | mprovementsto Parks and Facilities

Based on alist of 17 potential improvements that could be made to parks/facilities in Arlington
County, respondents were asked which three improvements they would most like to have made to
the parks/facilities they use most often. The following summarizes key findings:

# Drinking fountains (34%) had the highest percentage of respondentsindicate it as one of
the top threeimprovementsthey would like to have made to the parks/facilities they use
most often. Other improvements that a high percentage respondents indicated as one of the three

they would like to have made include year round restrooms (26%), connecting trails (21%), and
lighted fields/courts (19%).

Q9. Improvements Respondents Would Like to Have Made to
the Arlington County Parks/Facilities They Visit Most Often

by percentage of respondents (three choices could be made)

Drinking fountains
Year round restrooms
Connecting trails
Lighted fields/courts
Security
Shade trees
Better maintenance
Benches
Landscaping improvements
Add parking
Additional restrooms
Signage
Improve park buffering for adjacent houses
Accessibility upgrades
Kiosks
Better transitions betw een users
Other
None chosen 14%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Source: Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Reasons For Not Using Parks and Recreation Facilities/Programs More
Often

From alist of 23 options, respondents were asked to indicate all of the reasons that keep them or
members of their household from using parks and recreation facilities/programs in Arlington County
more often. The following summarizes key findings:

# The most common reason that kept respondent households from using parks and
recr eation facilities/programs mor e often was Awe aretoo busy or not interested” (26%).
Other reasons that kept a high percentage of respondent households from using parks and
recreation facilities/programs more often included: “1 do not know what is being offered” (19%);
and “do not know locations of parks/facilities’ (13%). It should also be noted that 31% of
respondents indicated “nothing prevents our participation”. Also, only 2% indicated “poor
customer service by staff’ and 4% indicated “fees are too expensive for programs”.

Q10. Reasons that Households Do Not Use the Arlington
County Parks/Facilities More Often

by percentage of respondents (three choices could be made)

We are too busy or not interested
I do not know w hat is being offered
Do not know locations of parks/facilities
Facilities are not close to our residence
Park or facility is too crow ded
Programtimes are not convenient
Security is insufficient
Hours of operation are not convenient
Lack of parking
Facilities not w ell maintained
Lack of lighted facilities
Facilities do not have right equipment
Lack of quality programs
Use facilities provided by other agencies
Fees are too expensive for programs
Fields are not w ell maintained
Lack of transportation
Park or facility was unavailable
Registration for programs is difficult
Poor customer service by staff
Lack of access for physically disabled
Language barriers
Other
Nothing prevents our participation

0% 10% 20% 30%

Source: Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Most | mportant Preservation I ssuesin Arlington County

From the list of 5 various issues relating to the preservation and protection of the natural
environment in Arlington County, respondents were asked to indicate which two were most
important to them and members of their household. The following summarizes key findings:

# “The County should take an active role in watershed protection and protecting water
quality” (58%) wastheissuethat the highest per centage of respondent householdsrated
as one of the two most important issues. 51% of respondent households rated “the County
should fund the planting and maintenance of street and park trees’ as one of the most important,
and 48% indicated “the county should take an active role in preserving scenic resources’.

Q11. Preservation of Environment Issues That are Most
Important to Households in Arlington County

by percentage of respondents (two choices could be made)

The County should take an active role ‘
in w atershed protection and protecting 58%
w ater quality |
The County should fund the planting and
maintenance of street and park trees

51% .

The County should take active role
in preserving scenic resources

The County should take an active
role in controlling invasive plants

None of these issues are important to me

No answ er 4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Source Lasure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Visitation/Use of Various Parks and Recreation Facilities

From alist of 31 various parks and recreation facilities, respondents were asked to indicate which
ones they or members of their household had visited or used during the past two years. The following
summarizes key findings:

# Biking and walking trails (71%) had by a wide mar gin the highest per centage of household
respondents indicate they had visited or used it during the past two years. Other
parks/facilities that had a high percentage of respondents indicated they had visited or used
include: paved trails (50%); historic areas/sites (35%); natural resource areas/nature centers
(34%); community centers (33%); rivers and creeks (33%) and museums (33%).

Q12. Parks and Recreational Facilities that Households Have
Visited or Used During the Past 2 Years

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Biking and w alking trails
Paved trails
Historic areas/sites
Natural resource areas/nature centers
Community centers

Rivers and creeks
Museums
Indoor swimming pools
Picnic facilities and shelters
Performing art center/theater
Playgrounds
Basketball courts

Baseball/softball fields

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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Visitation/Use of Various Parks and Recreation Facilities

From the list of 31 various parks and recreation facilities, listed below is a graph of those
parks/facilities that less than 20% of respondent households indicated they had visited or used during
the past two years.

Q12. Parks and Recreational Facilities that Households Have
Visited or Used During the Past 2 Years
by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)
Football, soccer, lacrosse fields 19%
Outdoor sw imming pools | 18%
Lighted tennis courts 17%
community gardens | NN | 7
Urban plazas 17% |
Tennis courts |GG 1 7 %%
Dog parks ' 15%
Running track 14%
Lighted sports fields 13%
Visual art galleries 12% -
Golf course 10% ‘
Lighted basketball courts | 10%
Artist studios/rehearsal studios 9%
Senior citizen centers | 7%
Disc golf course 4%
Volleyball courts 3%
Climbing w alls | 2%
Other 4% :
None chosen | 8%
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%
Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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Parks and Recreation Facilities Used Most Often

From the list of 31 various parks and recreation facilities, respondents were asked to indicate the four
that they and members of their household use most often. The following summarizes key findings:

# Biking and walking trails (57%) had by a wide mar gin the highest per centage of household
respondentsrate it as one of the four parks and recreation facilities that they use most
often. Other parks/facilities that a high percentage of respondent households rated as one of the
four they use most often included paved trails (29%), playgrounds (15%) indoor swimming pools
(15%); and rivers and creeks (15%). It should aso be noted that biking and walking trails
received by awide margin the most first choices as the most used park/facility.

Q13. Parks and Recreational Facilities that
Households Use Most Often

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Biking and w alking trails 57%
Paved trails ‘
Playgrounds
Indoor sw imming pools
Rivers and creeks
Natural resource areas/nature centers
Community centers
Performing art center/theater
Historic areas/sites
Museums
Tennis courts
Football, soccer, lacrosse fields
Baseball/softball fields

Picnic facilities and shelters

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
|IIUse Most Often E2nd Most Often [J3rd Most Often [E4th Most Often |

Source Lasure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Parks and Recreation Facilities Used Most Often

From the list of 31 various parks and recreation facilities, listed below is a graph of those
parks/facilities that less than 10% of respondent households indicated as one of the four they use
most often.

Q13. Parks and Recreational Facilities that
Households Use Most Often

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Basketball courts
Dog park
Urban plazas
Outdoor swimming pools
Lighted tennis courts
Running track
Golf course
Community gardens
Senior citizen centers
Visual art galleries
Artist studios/rehearsal studios
Lighted sports fields
Lighted basketball courts
Disc golf course
Volleyball courts
Other
None chosen

0% 5% 10% 15%
|Use Most Often E2nd Most Often [13rd Most Often [E4th Most Often |

Source Lasure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Parks and Recreation Facilities Needed Most

From the list of 31 various parks and recreation facilities, respondents were asked to indicate the four
that are needed most in Arlington County. The following summarizes key findings:

# Biking and walking trails (29% ) had highest per centage of household respondentsrate it
asone of thefour parksand recreation facilitiesneeded most in Arlington County. Other
parks/facilities that a high percentage of respondents indicated as one of the four needed most
included indoor swimming pools (17%) and natural resource areas/nature centers (14%). It
should also be noted that biking and walking trails received the most first choices as the
park/facility needed most.

Q14. Parks and Recreational Facilities Needed
Mostin Arlington County
by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)
Biking and w alking trails 29%
Indoor sw imming pools 17%
Natural resource areas/nature centers 14%
Outdoor swimming pools 13%
Paved trails 12%
Community centers 11%
Community gardens 11%
Performing art center/theater 10%
Dog parks 10%
Playgrounds 10%
0% 10% 20% 30%
|I1Use Most Often E2nd Most Often [3rd Most Often [E4th Most Often |
Source: Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Parks and Recreation Facilities Needed Most

From the list of 31 various parks and recreation facilities, listed below is a graph of those

parksg/facilities that less than 10% of respondent households indicated as one of the four needed most
in Arlington County.

Q14. Parks and Recreational Facilities Needed
Mostin Arlington County

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Rivers and creeks
Picnic facilities and shelters
Urban plazas
Golf course
Football, soccer, lacrosse fields
Museums
Lighted tennis courts
Baseball/softball fields
Visual art galleries
Historic areas/sites
Lighted sports fields
Tennis courts
Running track
Senior citizen centers
Basketball courts
Artist studios/rehearsal studios
Volleyball courts
Climbing w alls
Lighted basketball courts
Disc golf course
Other
None chosen

0% 10% 20% 30%
|Use Most Often E2nd Most Often [13rd Most Often [E4th Most Often |

Source  Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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| mportance of Developing New Parks and Recreation Facilities

Based on alist of 21 new parks and recreation facilities that Arlington County could develop and
maintain, respondents were asked to rate how important it is for the County to develop each one. The

following summarizes key findings:

#

The graph below is based on the percentage of all respondents, including those who indicated “ don’t

know” astheir answer.

Multipurposetrails had the highest per centage of respondentsrate it asbeing either very
important (64%) or somewhat important (25% ) to develop and maintain. Some other new
parks and facilities that a high percentage of respondents indicated were either very important
or somewhat important to develop and maintain include: acquiring land for new parks (79%);
indoor fitness/aquatic center (78%y); acquire and enhance historical areas (75%); and outdoor
courts (74%).

Q15. Importance of Developing and Maintaining Various
Parks and Recreation Facilities for Arlington County

by percentage of respondents (including "don't knows")

Multipurpose trails 64% [ 2506 7%
Acquire land for new parks 55% LI 12%

New

Indoor fitess/aquatic center 46% 27l 10%
Acquire and enhance historical areas 41% [ 34% = PN 12%
Outdoor courts 29% 45% M 13%
Indoor community center 36% | 39% "R 13% |
Theater/performance space 32% 40% T 13% |
Teen center 32% [ 37% Bl 16%
Improving connections to Potomac River 39% 30% 14% 17%
Environmental education center 29% 38% 19% 14%
Rectangular fields 26% 40% | 18% IR
Baseball and softball fields 22% 41% P 17% |
Public art included in open spaces 24% | 37% I 2% e
Boathouse 22% | 38% P 15%
Outdoor pools with special features 27% [ 32% ] 29% 13%
Indoor/outdoor ice skating rink PRI 34% [T 13%
Urban plazas 21% 27% 18%
Dog Parks P70 32% | 28% | 18%
Indoor sports complex 13% 38% 18%
Adventure sports [EIOSA] 30% | 42% ) 18%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%

|Very Important E@Somew hat Important EENot Important [Don't know

Source Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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| mportance of Developing New Parks and Recreation Facilities

Based on alist of 21 new parks and recreation facilities that Arlington County could develop and
maintain, respondents were asked to rate how important it is for the County to develop each one. The
following summarizes key findings:

# Multipurposetrails had the highest percentage of respondentsrateit asbeing either very
important (69%) or somewhat important (27%) to develop and maintain. Some other new
parks and facilities that a high percentage of respondents indicated were either very important
or somewhat important to develop and maintain include: acquiring land for new parks (90%);
indoor fitness/aquatic center (87%); acquire and enhance historical areas (86%); outdoor courts
(86%); and indoor community center (85%).

The graph below is based on the percentage of all respondents except those who indicated “ don’t
know” astheir answer.

Q15. Importance of Developing and Maintaining Various New
Parks and Recreation Facilities for Arlington County

by percentage of respondents (excluding "don't knows")

Multipurpose trails
Acquire land for new parks [ 27% @ )
Indoor fitess/aquatic center 36% 14%
Acquire and enhance historical areas 39% 14%
Outdoor courts 52% 15%
Indoor community center 44% 15%
Teen center 45%
Improving connections to Potomac River 36%
Theater/performance space 46%
Rectangular fields %
Environmental education center 1%
Baseball and softball fields o __24%
Boathouse 29%
Public art included in open spaces 30%
Outdoor pools with special features 33%
Urban plazas 32%
Dog Parks 34% 3
Indoor/outdoor ice skating rink 36%

Indoor sports complex 16% 46%
Adventure sports [P 51%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
|Very Important ESomew hat Important B Not Important |

Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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New Parks and Facilities Households Would Use Most

Based on the list of 21 various new parks and recreation facilities that Arlington County could
develop and maintain, household respondents were asked to indicate which four they would use the
most. The following summarizes key findings:

# Multipurposetrails (53%) had the highest per centage of respondentsindicateit as one of
the four new parks/facilities they would use the most. There were four other new
parkgfecilitiesthat at least 19% of respondents indicated they would use most. They are: indoor
fitness/aquatic center (36%); theater/performance space (22%); improving connections to
Potomac River (22%); acquire land for new parks (19%) and indoor community center (19%).
It should aso be noted that multipurpose trails received by awide margin the most first choices
as the park/facility that respondents would use most.

Q16. Parks and Recreation Facilities that Arlington County
Residents Would Use Most If Built

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Multipurpose trails
Indoor fitess/aquatic center
Theater/performance space

Improving connections to Potomac River
Acquire land for new parks Il

Indoor community center

Outdoor pools w ith special features
Indoor/outdoor ice skating rink
Boathouse

Acquire and enhance historical areas
Outdoor courts

Dog Parks
Urban plazas

Environmental education center
Rectangular fields

Public art included in open spaces

Adventure sports

Baseball and softball fields
Teen center

Indoor sports complex
Other

None chosen

53%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
[mUse 1st Most MmUse 2nd Most [IUse 3rd Most ElUse 4th Most |
Source: Leisure Vison/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Allocation of $100 Among Various Recreation and Parks Facilities

Respondents were asked how they would allocate $100 among seven various recreation and parks
facilities. The following summarizes key findings:

# I mprovementgmaintenance of existing parks, playgrounds, and recreation facilities ($31)
had the largest amount of money allocated to it. Next highest were: acquisition of new
parkland and open space ($18); construction of new pools and recreation centers ($15);
construction of nature and paved trails and linear parks ($14); development of art centers,
theaters, etc. ($10); and construction of new game fields for youths and adults ($9). The
remaining $4 was allocated to “other”.

Q17. Allocation of $100 to Various Arlington County
Recreation And Parks Facilities

by percentage of respondents

Acquisiti . Improvements/Maintenance of
cquisition of New existing parks, playgrounds,
arkland and open space $31 recreation facilities

$18

Other
$4

Construction of new

pools and recreation ~ $15

centers Construction of

new game fields
for youths and
adults

Construction of natureand $14 $10

paved trails and linear parks Development of art
centers, theaters, etc.

Source LesureVision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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| mportance of Funding | mprovementsto Parks and Recreation Facilities
Compared to Other Prioritiesfor Arlington County

Respondents were asked to rate the importance of funding improvements to parks and recreation
facilities compared to other priorities in Arlington County over the next 10 years. The following

summarizes key findings:
# 90% of respondentsindicated it was either very important (52%) or somewhat important

(38%) to fund improvements to parks and recreation facilities compared to other
priorities. Only 3% indicated it was not important, and the remaining 7% indicated “don’t

know”.

Q18. Importance for the County to Fund ImprovementsTo
Parks and Recreation Facilities Over the Next 10 Years
Compared to Other Priorities for the County

by percentage of respondents

Very Important
52%

Don't know
7%

Not Important
3%

Somewhat Important
38%

Source: Lesure Vison/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Demographics

Q19. Demographics: Zip Code

by percentage of respondents

22203
10%

22204
21%

22213
22209 1%

22205
11%

9% 20%

Source: Lesure Visio/ET C Institute (June, 2002)

Q21. Demographics: Ages of Respondents

by percentage of respondents

35-44 Under 35
25%

65+

45-54 14%

25%

55-64
13%

Source: Leisure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Q22. Demographics: Gender

by percentage of respondents

Male
46%

Female
54%

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)

Q24. Demographics: Households That Own a Dog

by percentage of respondents

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)
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Q25. Demographics: Households with Hispanic, Latino or
Other Spanish Ancestry

by percentage of respondents

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)

Q26. Demographics: Types of Housing

by percentage of respondents

Townhouse Apartment/condominium
11% 36%

No answer
1%

Single-family home
50%

Source Leisure Vision/ET C Institute (June, 2002)
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Q27. Demographics: Total Annual Household Income

by percentage of household occupants

$50,000 to $74,999
16%

$25,000 to $49,999

$75,000 to $99,999 13%

15%

Under $25,000
5%

Prefer not to disclose

20%
$100,000 or more

31%

Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)

Q28. Demographics: Race/Ethnicity

by percentage of respondents (multiple responses could be made)

White 76%
Asian
Black
Other 15%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Source Lesure Vision/ET C Ingtitute (June, 2002)
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Q29. Demographics: Households with Certain Health
Conditions

by percentage of respondents

Deafness/hearing loss requiring Physical/mobility limitation making

use of hearing aid or other devices walking or climbing steps difficult,
4% or requires use of wheelchair,

cane, walker or other aide.

8%
Blindness/ision

1% impairment requiring
the use of readers,
a guide animal or
equipment while walking

None chosen
87%

Source: Lasure Vision/ETC Institute (June, 2002)
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